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die Atlantic and central states of the United
States. South of this is the colder belt,
having a climate resembling that of the north
central states and certain portions of Cana-
da, with the exception that in neither of
the regions are found the extremes of heat
and cold which characterize the interior of
North America.
The rainfall in the northern portion varies
from fifty to seventy inches annually. South
of this, in the temperate belt, it is somewhat
less, and it diminishes rapidly as it advances
inland. The southern belt is dry. In the
northern and central portions of the country
there is ample rainfall for all agricultural
purposes, and in the southern portion the
precipitation is sufficient for grazing.
Mineral Resources. In the mountainous
regions are found extensive deposits of iron,
copper, lead and silver, and gold has been
found both in the mountainous regions and
on some of the rivers. There are also valu-
able deposits of soda and borax, and coal
occurs in the southern provinces. Petroleum
has also been found in a few localities. As
yet none of these deposits has been worked
to a great extent, but there are in Argentina
all the minerals required for the needs of
man.
Agriculture. The country is favorably
situated for agriculture, and this is by far
the most important industry. The northern
belt is given to the growth of grains and
tropical fruits, sugar cane and cotton, while
the central belt is especially adapted to the
growth of wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, flax
and all other agricultural products suited to
the temperate regions. Wheat is by far the
most important crop, and the annual yield
averages in value over $100,000,000. Stock-
raising is also an important industry. The
central belt is especially suited for this,
since it contains many square miles of ex-
cellent grazing land. It is estimated that
Argentina contains over 37,000,000 cattle and
30,000,000 sheep, and it has become one of
the leading countries in the production of
wool. Its meat now helps to feed the world.
Manufactures. The manufacturing indus-
tries are still limited. In general they are
along those lines which work up the raw
material of the country into finished or
partially finished products. Among the im-
portant manufactories are flour mills, meat-
packing establishments, breweries, sugar
refineries and tanneries. There are also im-
 portant manufactures of other food prod-
ucts, and the manufacture of clothing, boots
and shoes and small wares is assuming some
prominence.
Transportation. The La Plata river sys-
tem and its tributaries afford the northern
portion of the country ready access to the
sea. Large steamers ascend the Parana for
1,200 miles, and the river is navigable for
lighter boats its entire length. Many of its
larger tributaries are also navigable. The
country contained 22,228 miles of railroads
in 1924 and the lines are so constructed as
to join together all the important cities and
towns in the northern and central portions.
Lines are also constructed in the southern
territories, and a transcontinental line con-
nects Buenos Aires with Santiago in Chile,
Electric railways are found in all of the
large cities and important towns, and excel-
lent telegraph and telephone systems are
owned and operated by the government.
Commerce. The commerce of Argentina
is more extensive than that of any other
South American country. Its annual average
is about $2,000,000,000*. The imports consist
of manufactured products of all kinds, espe-
cially textiles, agricultural implements and
railway supplies. The important exports are
wheat, flour, dressed meat, hides and tallow.
Great Britain has the largest share of foreign
trade, followed, in the order of their impor-
tance, by the United States and France. Pre-
vious to the World War G-ermany held second
place.
Inhabitants and Language. The early in-
habitants were indians who resembled in
their civilization the Incas of Peru. When
the Spaniards conquered the country and
settled there, many of them intermarried
with the indians, and the inhabitants of the
interior consist of a mixed race descended
from these early marriages. Since the middle
of the nineteenth century immigration has
been encouraged, and now more than half
of the population are inn-migrants or their
descendants. Among tkese, Italians and
Spaniards predominate. Next in order are
the French, English and Germans. Spanish
is the prevailing language.
Education. The country has a good sys-
tem of public schools, which is organized and
supervised by the department of public in-
struction. Each province is held responsible
for the public schools within its own boun-
daries, and these are managed on a plan

